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Spatial mobility has moved to the centre of lively debates in a number of key areas of 
social inquiry. Terms such as mobility, displacement, diaspora, frontier, dislocation 
are central to thinking about the nature of subjectivity and hence the formation of 
identity. Some scholars argue that the contemporary meaning and practice of what it 
is to belong is changing as new technologies of transport, along with communications, 
help to reduce the power of traditional places to define personal and communal 
identities. Some commentators even suggest that unparalleled levels of mobility are 
shaping a post-societal world of extreme individualization in which nation-states and 
civil societies are being replaced by global citizens moving endlessly through 
worldwide networks and flows. 
 
This workshop aims at gathering scholars studying how Chinese people move across 
places and how, along the way, they create their specific cultures of mobility. Our 
starting hypothesis is that the spatial dimension of people’s lives is increasingly 
shaping their identities. However, does that mean that they are becoming 
deterritorialized, transterritorialized or reterritorialized? How does this new spatial 
dimension of individuals lifes contribute to change their identity? How individual 
identity continue to be shaped by institutions such as family connections and 
religious practices or are rearranged by new forces such as professional careers, new 
social networks and the host community? These are the issues that we invite the 
speakers to interrogate. 

 
SESSION 1 

 
9h15 Welcome 

 
9h30 Kuah-Pearce Khun-Eng (Dept of Sociology, Centre of Anthropological 
Research, HKU) 
Chinese Women Migrants Entrepreneurs in Garment Industry in Zhongshan 
 
10h00 Carine PINA-GUERASSIMOFF (SEDET) 
Chinese Women Migration Process to France : Gender Activities and Employment 
Sectors 
 
10h30 PANG Ching-lin (UK Leuven) 
Ethnic Chinese-Venezuelan Return Migrants in China: Language and Cultural 
Identity at a Crossroads 
 
11h00 Eric FLORENCE  (Liège) 
Narrating the Hometown and 'the South': Contention, Identification and 
Legitimation of Transition 
 
11h30 General discussion (moderator: Gilles Guiheux, LCAO-SEDET) 
 

12h00-13h45 Lunch 
 

SESSION 2 
 
14h00 Florence LEVY (Université de Neufchatel)  
Highly skilled Chinese Migrants in Switzerland and the Valorization of a Shared 
Unified Culture and Language 
 
14h30 Antoine KERNEN (Unil, Lausanne) 
Migration paths of Chinese Traders in West Africa 
 
15h00 Olga ALEXEEVA (SEDET) 
The Chinese in Saint-Petersburg: A Specific Migration Strategy 
 
15h30 Antonella CECCAGNO (U. Bologna) 
Chinese Migrants and the New Fashion Centre in Prato, Italy 
 
16h00 General discussion (moderator: Eric Guerassimoff, LCAO-SEDET) 
 

16h30 Closing 


